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J. Mineral Resources 

Environmental Setting 
The geology of the project site consists generally of alluvial and estuarine deposits over bedrock. 
The regional bedrock unit, known as the Franciscan Complex, generally consists of mudstones 
and siltstones, which in the vicinity of Humboldt Bay, are in excess of 1,000 feet below the 
ground surface. See Section IV.F, Geology, Soils, and Seismicity, for discussion on the geology of 
the region and site. 

Environmental Analysis 

Significance Criteria 
For the purposes of this EIR, implementation of the proposed project would have a significant 
effect on mineral resources if, based on Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines, it would: 

1. Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to the 
region and the residents of the state; or 

2. Result in the loss of availability of a locally important mineral resource recovery site 
delineated on a local general plan, specific plan, or other land use plan. 

Regulatory Framework 
The following standards and regulations govern mineral resources and are used to measure 
impacts. 

Surface Mining and Reclamation Act 
The Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA), administered through the California 
Department of Conservation, regulates surface mining, and the reclamation of mined lands. 

General Plan and Local Coastal Program 
The City of Eureka’s adopted General Plan and adopted Local Coastal Program together 
formalize a long-term vision for the physical evolution of Eureka, and they outline the policies, 
standards, and programs that guide day-to-day decisions concerning Eureka’s development in the 
coastal zone. The Policy Consistency Analysis, found in Section IV.I, Land Use and Planning, 
provides an evaluation of the Marina Center project’s conformity with the policies of the adopted 
General Plan and Land Use Plan portion of the adopted Local Coastal Program. 

Coastal Zoning Regulations 
The Coastal Zoning regulations, which implement the policies of the Land Use Plan portion of 
the adopted Local Coastal Program are codified in Chapter 156 of the Eureka Municipal Code 
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(EMC), and are also referenced as Article 29, Part 1, Section 10-5.29 et. seq. of the zoning 
regulations of the City for the coastal zone. 

Zoning Regulations 
The Zoning Regulations of the City of Eureka are found in Chapter 155 of the EMC and are 
adopted pursuant to the City Charter to protect the public health, safety, peace, comfort, 
convenience, prosperity and general welfare. 

  

Project Impacts 

Impact J-1: Would the Marina Center project result in the loss of availability of a known 
mineral resource that would be of value to the region and the residents of the state? 

There are no mineral extraction operations within the City of Eureka; most mining occurs in the 
unincorporated area of Humboldt County. Mining occurs in quarries and along most of the major 
rivers, including the Mad River, Van Duzen River, and Eel River. While the quantity of material 
mined each year fluctuates based upon demand, entitlements would allow several million tons of 
material to be mined annually. Although the precise quantity of mineral resources needed for this 
project is not known, it is clearly minimal compared to the several million cubic yards of minerals 
mined in Humboldt County annually.  Therefore, the proposed project would not result in the loss 
of availability of a state or locally known mineral resource and no mitigation is recommended. 

Mitigation  
None recommended. 

Finding of Significance  
The potential impacts of the Marina Center project to result in the loss of availability of a known 
mineral resource that would be of value to the region and the residents of the state would be less 
than significant.  

  

Impact J-2: Would the Marina Center project result in the loss of availability of a locally 
important mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan, or 
other land use plan? 

As mandated by the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) of 1975, the California 
Geological Survey (CGS) provides objective economic-geologic expertise to assist in the 
protection and development of mineral resources through the land use planning process. CGS 
assistance includes providing mineral land classification maps and reports, which local agencies 
are required to use when developing land use plans and when making land use decisions.  
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In a statewide study of 50-year aggregate demand compared to permitted resources, a few 
relatively small production areas are shown in Humboldt County but well outside the city limits 
of Eureka and the project site (Kohler, 2002). These production areas are largely focused on sand 
and gravel extraction from the Eel and Mad rivers. There are also 32 active hard rock quarries 
permitted in the county, but none are on or in the vicinity of the site (Humboldt, 2006). 

There are no existing mining operations on the site, or in the immediate project site vicinity. 
Thus, the project would not interfere with any mineral extraction use. The project site and project 
site vicinity have not been identified by the CGS as containing valuable mineral resources.  The 
site contains no locally important mineral resource recovery sites. Additionally, the project site’s 
geology and depth to bedrock make the potential for future mineral extraction very low. 
Therefore, the proposed project would have no impact on an important mineral resource recovery 
site and no mitigation is recommended. 

Mitigation  
None recommended. 

Finding of Significance  
The potential for the Marina Center project to result in the loss of availability of a locally 
important mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan, or other 
land use plan would be no impact.  
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