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Sidnie Olson

From: Reid, Kelley E SPN [Kelley E.Reid@usace.army.mil]
Sent:  Tuesday, December 02, 2008 8:03 AM

To: Sidnie Olson; DEIRcomments

Subject: 301570: Marina Center - Balloon Tract

These are the first round of commenis from the Corps.

Erom: Ammerman, David A SPN

Sent: Monday, December 01, 2008 3:56 PM

To: Reid, Kelley £ 5PN

Cc:  Heidsiek, Carol A SPN; Shirley, Michae! D 5PN
Subject: Marina Center - Balioon Tract

Kelley -

Afier a quick review of elements of the City of Eureka's EIR draft for the Marina Center Project by Cue VI,
LLC at what is locally known as the Balloon Tract between Broadway and Waterfront Drive, these are my
comments which can be added or incorporated as part of official Corps comments to the EIR:

Biological Resources, Page 6 and also Page 19 - Tidewater Goby critical habitat was expanded January 2008
in the Federal Register to parts of Humboldt Bay, although critical habitat does not appear to be included on the
maps immediately adjacent to the Eureka Marina, Clark Slough or adjacent to PALCO Marsh. For specific
projects like the city's PALCO Marsh, | believe the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service previously stated that tidewater
goby is not present in this vicinity but the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Greg Goldsmith) shouid be contacted
anyway to confirm specific to this project and Clark Stough.

Page 11 - It says the Corps has not yet verified the Huffman GB wetland defineation. is this still the case?

Paage 13 - ESA consultations - it correctly indicates how Corps would determine no effect or formal
consultation if adversely affect but omits an in between process where the Corps may also determine "may effect
bus not likely to adversely affect” or NLAA during informal consultation. 1 aiso didn't see any mention of Essential
Fish Habitat, probably no adverse affect with EFH anyway.

Pages 15-16 - citation of Section 404 in regs appears correct

Pages 25 and 29 - Regulatory Guidance letters are mentioned about wetland mitigation, however | see no
reference to recent new Corps/EPA Compensation and Mitigation Rules, these should supercede what city has
regarding wetland mitigation Corps processes now.

Regarding Hazardous Materials, contamination of hazardous materials or toxic substances on site, the city
appears thorough on this issue. But due to the high profile of this controversial project and scrutiny by
environmental groups such as Baykeeper and EPIC, the city, RWQCB, project proponent and consultants need to
keep the review process transparent, keep people informed in regards to environmental remediation of the site.
Remediation plans, processes and time lines need to be well documented, as public agencies and locat
environmental groups are often in disagreement and litigious regards to the level of contamination and how to

deal with it.

Page IV/H-10 under "Hydrology and Ground Water” - Take a note about reference to FEMA FIRM maps
regarding 100 year flood elevation. 6 feet baseline flood elevation, is that correct? Humboldt Bay tides can get
up as high as 8.8 feet MLLW in certain times of the year.
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Transportation Systems - [ ride city and county iocal fransit buses on a semi-regular basis and [ know the routes
as of this date. All buses run 6 days a week and not 7 days a week, there is no Sunday service from any iransit
company although it probably should be considered if the Marina Center pians are approved eventually. The Red
Route serves parts of Fourth Street but does not run along Fifth Street. City planners need fo take the bus once
in awhile to be savvy {o the current schedules. The map in the EIR has some errors. The City Red Route both on
weekdays and Saturdays goes southbound from Third and H, onto Fourth Street, stops at Fourth and D, then
makes a iurn west onto A Street, then onto Commercial, turns left in front of Englund Marine, and goes
southbound on Waterfront Drive. On weekdays, the Red Route makes a left on Washington and a right siopping
at Koster and Washington, then continues to Costco, then re-enters South Broadway at Wabash andstops at Del
Norte Street stop. On Saturdays the bus takes a similar route, going past the Eureka Marina and then straight to
Del Norte Street. This bus diversion on Saturdays and weekdays when it passes Englund Marine and the Eureka
Marina, does not a stop at any of those locations. The only reason for the diversion is o keep the bus conform to
a time schedule when it reaches Bayshore Mall,

| proposed that City Transit, if the Marina Center gets built, place a stop at the Wharfinger Building, where riders
can walk right onto the Marina Center property, they have to cross Waterfront Drive to do so, which with a cross
walk shouldn't be too hard. Koster and Washington is aiso close by but should add another stop like at the
Wharfinger further north or at Englund Marine.

[ am in favor of the reduced Marina Center alternative or use of the Shoreline alternative near the Samoa Bridges.
| support development at either site, but combining residential units with office and retail space including a
museum is putting toc many eggs in one basket. Site remediation is imperativge.

Thanks - Dave
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Sidnie Clscn

From: Reid, Kelley E SPN [Kelley.E.Reid@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2008 11:38 AM

To: Rganz@snsc.com; DEIRcomments

Subject: Marina Center and greetings.

lt's been several days, and a virus, since | browsed through the Draft EIR; however, | recall that the DEIR
mentioned that a wetland delineation had not been confirmed by the Corps of Engineers.

As | recall, that statement is both accurate and misleading. A wetland report -as | recall- was only provided
for the road network on the property in advance of requesting a NWP. Instead of confirming the jurisdiction of the
roads without the data for the surrounding vegetated lands and instead of granting/confirming the NWP, the Corps
noted the maintenance exemption was appropriate 1o the situation.

So, with respect to the DEIR, | really haven't had a complete wetland report to review. At least| don't recall
it, and 1 don't find it in my files. Although the Corps strives to review permits within 120 days, | observe that it
typically takes much longer. So, | should think that a wetland report and appiication should be submitted to the
Corps soon so that we can begin the process. If the Corps' regulatory review requires changes to the project,
those changes should--f would imagine--occur before the EIR is finalized.

1 look forward to progressing on this project.

12/15/2008



