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Chapter 1 INTRODUCTION 

The introducti on to the Eureka Design Guidelines defi nes the purpose of these design guidelines and their 
intended outcomes. It describes who and how the guidelines will be used and implemented.

These design guidelines were created to provide general parameters for the desired architectural 
character of future development in Eureka, including new projects, renovati ons to existi ng buildings, and 
redevelopment or infi ll development. The guidelines are focused on the built environment and aim to:

Preserve and promote the unique identi ty of the city  and its neighborhoods,

Clearly state the desired quality of design for each district,

Provide a source of general design criteria for design review,

Clearly defi ne the design review process.

First and foremost the guidelines seek to give applicants, be they design professionals, developers, or the 
general public, the design criteria to consider for their project in order to respect the historic qualiti es 
and elements of the surrounding neighborhood. However, this does not mean the duplicati on of historic 
structures in all circumstances, nor is there an overall architectural theme being proposed, and therefore the 
use of current day innovati ve design and materials are strongly encouraged.

A. The Guidelines Purview

These design guidelines have two diff erent areas or districts of applicability. The primary districts 
are Design Review Districts which are “overlay designati ons” specifi cally intended for review by 
the Design Review Committ ee and/or Historic Preservati on Commission. The other areas subject 
to some design review are specifi c zoning designati ons predominately for the diff erent types of 
commercial uses. Multi family projects are subject to design review for site planning and architectural 
character, any single family design review is limited to secondary structures or dwelling units.

B. Document Organizati on

There are nine other chapters (in additi on to this introductory chapter) with emphasis on the 
commercial type uses including: the historic core of old town, greater downtown, the waterfront, 
Broadway corridor, major retail centers and big box stores, neighborhood centers, offi  ce residenti al, 
coastal industrial, and residenti al. 

Each chapter is generally organized with the same structure and is intended to stand alone, avoiding 
the need to cross reference to other chapters of the guidelines. The chapters begin with a statement 
of where the chapter applies to in the city, whether it is a Design Review District or a land use zone, 
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and includes a key map if it is necessary. The main objecti ve for the future character of the area is 
then discussed. This is followed by a brief descripti on of the existi ng development character of the 
district or area, to provide background on elements of the context that will infl uence new design. A 
boxed note informs the user on what other City development standard documents may apply, and 
project processing ti ps. 

The design guidelines of each chapter begin with site planning, circulati on and parking locati ons 
when applicable, the architectural elements to emulate, followed by sign types and design 
appropriate for that district. 

C. How to Use the Design Guidelines

Interpretati on of Guidelines

The guidelines are meant to clearly state what the character of a district should ulti mately be, and 
how new constructi on should use the quality of elements found in neighboring buildings.  They are 
intenti onally general enough to allow fl exibility and creati vity in new design.

Those guidelines stated in the affi  rmati ve (start with a verb e.g. provide, include etc.) are meant 
to be followed as closely as possible. If the applicant can demonstrate that an alternati ve soluti on 
achieves the same objecti ve, this may also be acceptable.

Those items that use the words “should” or “consider” are design suggesti ons to be included when 
the applicant fi nds it appropriate and practi cal, or the designer may use an alternati ve measure that 
will achieve the same objecti ve.

Who will use the Guidelines

As stated previously these guidelines have been writt en for all audiences including the citi zens, the 
design review committ ee, the Historic Preservati on Commission, design professionals, and city staff .

D. The Design Review Process & Timeframe 

Process

Secti on 155.180 of the City code describes the design review body and process, and is summarized 
as follows:

The applicant must refer to the City’s checklist for site plan and architectural plan content 
requirements.

Site Plan submitt als will be reviewed by the Director of Community Development for 
completeness and then submitt ed to the Design Review Committ ee. 
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Architectural submitt als for structures, certain signs, and uses in the Architectural and 
Planned Development districts, and Conditi onal Uses in all districts are subject to design 
review. 

Elements included in design review are exterior design, materials and textures, and colors 
are generally discussed.

Time Frames

21 days from initi al applicati on submitt al to the Design Review Committ ee (DRC).

45 days from when the DRC submits to the Planning Commission for their review and 
approval.

E. Relati onship to Other Agency Documents

This secti on briefl y describes how the Design Guidelines relate to other city policy documents.

Zoning Ordinance and Development Standards. 

These guidelines are designed to embellish the development standards with more physical character 
descripti ons beyond the building and setback standards found in the zoning code for each zone. The 
guidelines do not repeat these standards. However a few new standards have been included in some 
districts that deviate from the current zoning standards and will require amendments to the zoning 
code.

 Local Coastal Plan

The guidelines respect the goals of the coastal plan to promote public access to the harbor. What 
areas of Eureka are within the coastal plan jurisdicti on?

General Plan

These design guidelines are complementary to the objecti ves and policies of the General Plan for 
enhancing community character in Eureka.

Sign Standards 

These guidelines do not address sign regulati ons and dimensioning which can be found in the City 
sign standards. These guidelines focus on the appropriate types and design treatments. 

Core Area Design Guidelines 

The guidelines from the Core Area Design Guidelines (1997) document have been incorporated in 
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the appropriate chapters of these design guidelines; this includes Old Town, Downtown, Waterfront, 
and Offi  ce Residenti al. The core area guidelines have been simplifi ed and rephrased for clarity on 
their intent.


